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Oral language, sometimes called spoken language, includes speaking and listening

—the ways that humans communicate with one another.  Oral language skills provide
the foundation for word reading and comprehension; they are at the heart of

listening and reading comprehension, serving as a predictor for both.

Small group instruction is essential because we are better able to focus on
students’ strengths and weaknesses using diagnostic assessments.  As quarantines

and pandemic precautions are still a reality this school year, we understand the
challenges of working with fluctuating groups of students, but we encourage teachers

to continue aiming for small group instruction as much as possible, for assessment
and observation, but also to encourage Oral Language development.
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This video shows a classroom teacher using the think, pair, share (turn and talk)
technique during a math lesson, demonstrating the powerful way to incorporate

thinking "wait time" and oral language across subjects.
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Tips for Principals: Beware of a quiet classroom!
You should hear the hum and buzz of children talking to one another and engaging

with the teacher throughout the day.

Teacher Tip: Pair-up Purposeful Partners
Establish classroom routines for oral language practice by assigning “purposeful

partners” as talking and working buddies.  Think carefully about how to pair students
to increase rigor and cognitive output. This may take up to three weeks of trial and
error.  Consider your students’ behavior and cognition—e.g., will pairing two quiet

https://youtu.be/tPSfolz_700?t=2


students prompt each to speak up, while pairing chatty students help them be better
listeners?  Formally train partners to turn toward each other, to look each other in the

eye, to each take a turn answering a prompt, and to be alert for a call back signal.
Integrate a brief purposeful partner task into every activity to increase numbers of

students participating and to develop an efficient, familiar routine.
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Hirsch, E.D., Jr. (Spring 2003):  Reading comprehension requires knowledge–of

words and the world.  American Educator 27 (1), 10-22, 28-29, 44.

Read article here!

https://atlantaclassical.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/08/Reading-Comprehension-E.D.-Hirsch-article.pdf
https://atlantaclassical.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/08/Reading-Comprehension-E.D.-Hirsch-article.pdf
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For further research and activities, you can purchase our Comprehension:
Knowledge to Practice professional series book.  The Literacy How
Professional Learning Series translates the latest reading research into how-to
instructional practices.  Based on the current and comprehensive Literacy How
reading model, the Series draws upon the authors’ decades of expertise and
experience working with thousands of general and special education teachers.
 Organized for the busy educator who may be trying to find specific
information, as well as for the professional seeking deeper understanding of
literacy instruction and learning, the Series emphasizes Pre-K-3 conceptual and
skill development.  Teachers of older emerging or struggling readers will also
find these tools useful.
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Purchase the LH Comprehension Book on Amazon

https://www.literacyhow.org/
https://www.facebook.com/Literacy-How-Inc-307844400779
https://twitter.com/Literacy_How
https://www.literacyhow.org/
https://literacyhow.us7.list-manage.com/vcard?u=e948e1037d5d7ec401d9a930f&id=562be9f17d
https://www.amazon.com/Comprehension-Knowledge-Practice-Literacy-Professional/dp/B085HQFVZT/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=comprehension+knowledge+to+practice&qid=1592596160&s=books&sr=1-1
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